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A MESSAGE
FROM OUR
PRESIDENT
Strong public schools don’t happen by accident.
They are built through the commitment of
educators, families, businesses, volunteers,
donors, and a community that believes every
student deserves the opportunity to succeed.

That belief continues to guide WakeEd
Partnership. As we look ahead, our mission is
clear: to Mobilize our community, Support
educators and students, and Champion Wake
County Public Schools—because strong public
schools create a stronger Wake County.

The pages that follow show what that
commitment made possible this past school year: 

expanded opportunities for students, greater
support for educators, stronger business
partnerships, and meaningful investments in
literacy, classroom resources, STEM, and career
exploration.

To our donors, volunteers, partners, educators,
and advocates: thank you. Your generosity and
engagement are making a difference in schools
across Wake County every day.

We are proud of what we accomplished
together and energized by what comes next.
WakeEd Partnership will continue bringing
people together to help every educator
succeed and every student thrive.

STRONG
PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.
STRONGER
WAKE
COUNTY.

KEITH
POSTON
President,
WakeEd Partnership



OUR
PURPOSE

Unite businesses and the community in supporting all educators and students in Wake
County Public Schools.

In Wake County, strong public schools are essential, where world-class education,
community partnerships, and empowered educators help every student reach their full
potential.

MISSION

VISION

MOBILIZE partners to actively engage in public education
SUPPORT public school educators and students
CHAMPION and advocate for Wake County Public Schools

PRIORITIES



WHO WE 
SUPPORT

Students

Teachers and Staff

Schools

161,115

20,376

203

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS IS THE
LARGEST SCHOOL
DISTRICT IN NORTH
CAROLINA AND AMONG
THE MOST RESPECTED
DISTRICTS IN THE
NATION.



Partners Read places community
volunteers into Wake County elementary
schools to read with developing 1st grade
readers. Volunteers have the unique
opportunity to develop one-on-one
relationships with students through
Partners Read, as they help them increase
confidence and enjoyment in reading.
Additionally, students add the books that
they have read with their partners to their
personal libraries. Today we have
volunteers in 60+ schools across Wake
County.

Students Served Volunteers Schools

650 325 65

This program is making a
difference.

- Annie S., Green Hope
Elementary



As an extension of Partners Read, we
partner with The Brown Bookshelf, a
nationally recognized coalition of authors
dedicated to amplifying Black voices in
children’s literature. This partnership brings
culturally-relevant author experiences to
the entire 1  grade at elementary schools,
with a focus on Title I schools.

st

2025-2026 School Year Book Tour
Kelly Starlings Lyons visited Lincoln Heights
and Willow Springs Elementary schools,
sharing her book, Ty’s Travels: Super Ty.

Tameka Fryer Brown visited Forestville
Road and Hodge Road Elementary schools,
sharing her book, All the Greatness in You.

Tracey Baptiste visited Vandora Springs
and South Lake Elementary schools, sharing
her book, Super Goat Girl.

Students Served Schools Authors

622 6 3

THE BROWN
BOOKSHELF TOUR



Tools4Schools is a free classroom supply
store open to all Wake County Public
School teachers to help provide students
with all the classroom supplies necessary
for success. 

$2 MILLION
GIVEN AWAY
IN SCHOOL
SUPPLIES
SINCE 2022

Schools Served

203
Teacher Visits

5,617
School Supply Kits
Assembled

2,884
Total Value of New
Supplies Distributed

$486,343



Having access to school supplies and hygiene
items means students don’t have to worry about
buying them themselves. This is especially
important in middle school, where hygiene items
are true necessities. These supplies also serve as a
reliable backup when students need something
unexpectedly. Unfortunately, many schools do
not have enough of these items available, and
teachers often end up purchasing them with their
own money. Because of Tools4Schools, I no
longer have to do that as often, and it truly helps
both me and my students.

- Ms. Farr, Centennial Middle School

The LEGOs I received through Tools4School had
an immediate and powerful impact in my
classroom. I used them in a Logistics I lesson
where students were challenged to design and
build a piece of material-handling equipment. The
level of creativity, collaboration, and problem-
solving they demonstrated was incredible.
Students who are often quiet became fully
engaged, and the innovation flowed naturally as
they brought real-world logistics concepts to life
through hands-on learning.

- Ms. Smith, Willow Spring High School

TEACHER TESTIMONIALS



SummerSTEM is a program that enriches
educators’ understanding of the skills and
knowledge necessary to succeed in the
workplace using Project-Based Learning
(PBL) with an emphasis on STEM
businesses and careers. In addition to direct
instruction and coaching in lesson design,
K-12 educators participate in immersive
experiences with local companies, exploring
targeted career fields they can take back to
the classroom. 

Teachers Served Participating Schools Business Partners

73 31 10



STEMposium is the culminating
celebration of SummerSTEM, bringing
together teachers, students, district leaders,
business partners, and community
members. This dynamic event features a
gallery-walk showcase where teacher and
student teams present the project-based
learning units developed through the
program highlighting real-world outcomes
from their business immersions. Attendees
engage with presenters, explore
demonstrations, and build connections
across education and industry. With
opportunities for businesses to host tables,
STEMposium celebrates the impact of
industry partnerships and strengthens
relationships that support the future STEM
workforce.

Teachers Presenters Student Presenters Participating Schools

56 30 25



Career Accelerator is a workforce
development program launched in 2022
created to provide rising high school
students in 10th through 12th grades with
immersive experiences with local
companies, exploring a variety of career
fields. This free summer program is hosted
at local high schools across Wake County.
All rising 10th through 12th grade students
are invited to participate. In addition to
immersion experiences, students receive
coaching and instruction in other workforce
development areas, such as CV building,
social media use, and interviewing skills.
Students receive a monetary stipend upon
completion of key program elements,
including industry certificates and/or
credentials. 

Student Participants Career Expo Partners Business Immersions

275 64 27



The Coach Bob Pittard Scholarship Fund
is available to graduating student athletes
from Green Hope High School and Apex
High School who, during their high school
years, earned a varsity letter for
participation in a full season in a varsity
sport.

The Pittard Scholarship Fund was created
in 2018 following a $2.7 million bequest from
the late Robert Ray Pittard, a beloved Apex
High School teacher and coach. His vision
was to create a lasting impact by
supporting student-athletes from Apex and
Green Hope high schools as they pursue
higher education. Since its inception, the
Pittard Scholarship Fund has awarded $1.67
million in scholarships to 93 students.

Scholars Award Per Scholar Total Awarded

28 $12,500 $350,000

PITTARD
SCHOLARSHIP

SARAH GEORGE
Green Hope High, Class of 2026



Stars of Education is WakeEd Partnership’s annual
awards gala that celebrates Wake County’s
education champions. The event is also WakeEd
Partnership’s largest annual fundraiser, raising
critical funds for programs and initiatives.

CELEBRATING EDUCATION

352

$138,985
Gala Attendees

Raised

Arts - Byron “Bo” Reece
Athletics - Andy Fowler
Business - Sepi Saidi
Community - Jon Powell
Education - Jacqueline Ellis
Entrepreneurship - Venus Liles

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Emerging Star Award - Alejandro Garcia
Star Among Us Award - Aurelis Lugo

COMMUNITY AWARDS



LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD HONOREE

DR. ALICE J. GARRETT

Dr. Alice J. Garrett is a retired educator whose
remarkable 45-year career in public
education has left a lasting legacy across
North Carolina. She served with distinction as
a classroom teacher, assistant principal,
middle and high school principal, and as
Chief Consultant and Section Chief at the
North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction (NCDPI). In her leadership role at
NCDPI, Dr. Garrett oversaw statewide efforts
to support low-performing schools, working
to ensure every child had access to a high-
quality education - regardless of zip cope.

FRIEND OF EDUCATION
AWARD HONOREE

DR. RANDY WOODSON

Dr. William “Randy” Woodson served as the
14th Chancellor of NC State University from
2010 to 2025, leading the university through a
period of extraordinary growth and
achievement. Under his leadership, NC State
rose in national rankings, doubled
undergraduate applications, and completed a
$2 billion fundraising campaign—placing it
among a small group of elite public
universities. A nationally respected plant
scientist and higher education leader, Dr.
Woodson also prioritized partnerships that
expanded NC State’s reach and impact
across North Carolina.



ChildTrust Foundation
The Jandy Ammons Foundation
Martin Marietta
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
Goodnight Educational Foundation
Truist Foundation
UNC Health
Wake County Government
4 Others Foundation
Elizabeth Gant
Equitable Foundation
Delta Dental of North Carolina
Raleigh Chamber of Commerce
Cindy and Richard Urquhart
Benjamin Goldstein
Aetna
Amgen Foundation
BASF Foundation
Carolina Hurricanes Foundation
Coastal Credit Union Foundation 
 Bonnie Fischer  
Lonnie & Carole Poole Family Foundation 
Richard Wagner & Madeline/Lina Wagner Fund
 W. Trent Ragland Foundation

CORNERSTONE
INVESTORS

Cornerstone Investors make a $10,000 minimum contribution and
are part of an elite group of individuals and organizations that are
making significant impact in our local public schools.

Contact: Development@WakeEd.org | 919-821-0364

BECOME AN INVESTOR



CONTACT US
Phone

Email

Website

Address

919-821-7609

info@wakeed.org

www.wakeed.org

1816 Capital Boulevard
Raleigh, NC 27604

GET 
INVOLVED
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